
The Affirming Committee recognizes Black History Month 
The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander  
The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander was born in 1922 in Toronto. 
He served with the Royal Canadian Air Force during the Second 
World War. During the post-war years Lincoln attended McMaster 
University before graduating from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1953. 
 Mr. Alexander was appointed a Queen’s Counsel and became a 
partner in a Hamilton law firm from 1963 to 1979. He was the first 
Black person to become a Member of Parliament in 1968 for 
Hamilton West, a position he faithfully filled for 11 years. During his 
term of office, he served as the Federal Minister of Labour, Observer to 
the United Nations, was a member of Canadian NATO Parliamentary 
Association, and the Canada-United States Parliamentary Delegation. 
 
In 1985, Lincoln Alexander was appointed Ontario’s 24th Lieutenant Governor, the first 
member of a visible minority to serve as the Queen’s representative in Canada. During his term 
in office, which ended in 1991, youth and education were hallmarks of his mandate. He then 
accepted a position as Chancellor of the University of Guelph. In 1996, he was chair of the 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation and was also made Honorary Commissioner for the 
International Year of Older Persons Ontario celebrations. 
 
The Honourable Lincoln Alexander was appointed a Companion of the Order of Canada and to 
the Order of Ontario in 1992, and in June 2006, he was named the “Greatest Hamiltonian of All 
Time.” 
 
In 1999 Mr Alexander became the first ever patron of the Burlington Teen Tour Band.   
Mr. Alexander died on October 19, 2012 at age 90.  A State Funeral was held.  By request, the 
full BTTB paid tribute and performed at the State Procession and it was a lone trumpeter from the 
Burlington Teen Tour Band who played Last Post over the casket at the Service. 
 
On December 2013, the Province of Ontario proclaimed January 21 (Lincoln Alexander’s 
birthday) as "Lincoln Alexander Day" and the following year, the Day was nationally recognized. 
 



 

Rosemary Brown 
 
Early Life 
Born in Jamaica, Rosemary grew up on the tropical island.  
 
Education 
After emigrating to Canada in 1951 she studied at McGill 
University and the University of British Columbia, then pursued a 
career in social worker  
 
Political Life 
Rosemary Brown was elected to the provincial legislature of 

British Columbia in 1972, becoming the first black woman in Canadian history to be a member 
of a Canadian parliamentary body.  
She served until her retirement in 1986.  She ran for leadership of the federal NDP in 1975 but 
lost on a fourth ballot to Ed Broadbent.  She then became a professor in women's studies at 
Simon Fraser University. 
 
Human Rights 
A feminist and public advocate, Rosemary Brown dedicated her life to helping others, promote 
equality and human rights.  
 
Over the years, she served her fellow citizens as the Chief Commissioner of the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission (from 1993 to 1996), and was a founding member of the Vancouver Status 
of Women Council and the Canadian Women’s Foundation.  
 
In the course of her career, she was also a member of the Judicial Council of British Columbia 
and sat on the Canadian Security Intelligence Review Committee.  
 
Her campaigns included efforts to eliminate sexism in textbooks, increase female 
representation on boards and prohibit discrimination based on sex or marital status.  
 
Recognition 
Rosemary's dedicated community service won her a multitude of honours, including honorary 
degrees from many universities and selection as an officer of the Order of Canada. 
 
A mother of three, Rosemary Brown died in 2003, at the age of 72. 
 
 
 



 
 
Eleanor Collins:(1919-present) Canada’s first lady of jazz & 1st Black Host of a Canadian television show.   

Eleanor Procter was born in Edmonton, Alberta. Her parents were pioneers who had moved from 

Oklahoma. The family was drawn to western Canada by the homesteading legislation that offered 160 

Acres for $10.00 with the obligation to farm the land and settle the west. Eleanor started singing at 

church. In 1934 at the age of 15 she won a singing contest which was the catalyst for her to sing in dance 

bands in and around Edmonton. To further expand her career Eleanor moved to Vancouver in the late 

30s and sang with a gospel quartet on the CBC.    

In 1942, Eleanor married Richard Collins and they had 4 children.  They moved to Burnaby and became 

the community’s First Black Family. The family was ostracized, and a petition was initiated to expel the 

Collins family from the community. The family remained in Burnaby and Eleanor endeared herself to the 

community by volunteering in her children’s school and by providing singing lessons.   

Eleanor earned the moniker “First Lady of Jazz” in Vancouver and went on to become the First Black 

Person in North America to host a TV Series. The Eleanor Show appeared on the CBC in 1955. Eleanor 

maintained her association with the CBC throughout the 50s and 60s appearing on several broadcasts. 

After the demise of television variety shows, Eleanor continued to sing at live events across Canada well 

into her 80s. Despite many offers to perform in the United States, Eleanor remained in Canada and 

became the trailblazer with the beautiful voice.  

Eleanor Collins earned an extensive list of awards and recognition including:  The Distinguished 

Centennial Pioneer Award, City of Vancouver (1986), Induction and Starwalk Star, BC Entertainment Hall 

of Fame (1992), Sam Payne Lifetime Achievement Award, ACTRA (2006). In 2014, on her 95th birthday 

she received the Order of Canada.  That same year Eleanor also received the Lifetime Achievement 

Award, Black Canadian Awards (2014), Lifetime Achievement Award, Black Women in Jazz(2015), Award 

of Excellence, Black Cultural Research Society of Alberta and in January 2022, at the age of 102, she was 

featured in a commemorative stamp issued by Canada Post.   

 

King, Betty Nygaard. "Eleanor Collins". The Canadian Encyclopedia, 24 January 2022, Historica Canada. 

www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/eleanor-collins-emc. Accessed 17 February,2022  

  



 

Viola Desmond:  Black Rights Activist 

Viola was Born on July 6th,1914 in Halifax to James Albert Davis and Gwendolin Irene Davis. They were a 

mixed-race couple, trailblazers, who were welcomed into the Black Community in Halifax. Viola had ten 

siblings. Viola studied in Montreal because as a black woman she was not allowed to train in Nova 

Scotia. Initially Viola was a teacher but then she followed in her parent’s footsteps and became a 

Businesswoman and mentor to young Black Women through her Desmond School of Beauty Culture. 

Viola created a line of Beauty Products that she featured at her graduates’ Beauty Salons. Beauty Salons 

and Barber Shops became safe havens for discussions regarding the events of the day. Segregation was 

willfully and subversively evident in Nova Scotia and across Canada.  

On Nov. 8th, 1946, while travelling for business, Viola’s car broke down in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. 

While the car was being fixed, Viola decided to see a movie. The balcony was full, and she sat in the 

segregated whites-only section of the Roseland Theatre. She was arrested and jailed overnight. Viola 

was convicted the next day without legal representation, for defrauding the province out of one cent of 

tax.  

Viola returned to Halifax discussed the issue with her husband, Jack Desmond who suggested that she 

do nothing. However, after discussing the issue with leaders of her church, Viola retained a lawyer Mr. 

Bissett, to represent her in a number of unsuccessful appeals. Although Viola did not have justice in her 

time, her case and the notoriety surrounding the case served as a catalyst to end Nova Scotia’s 

segregationist laws in 1954. 

After the unsuccessful trials and knowing that her dream of a province wide beauty business could not 

be realized Viola left Nova Scotia, moved to Montreal, and eventually moved to New York City where 

she died on February 7th, 1965.  

Wanda Robson, Viola’s younger sister, advocated to have Viola pardoned. The province of Nova Scotia 

apologized and gave Viola Desmond a Free Pardon in 2010 which acknowledged that Viola was 

wrongfully convicted. In 2012, Canada Post honoured Viola on a postage stamp. In 2016, Viola Desmond 

became the 1st Canadian woman to be featured by herself on a Canadian Banknote, the purple $10.00 

bill. Viola Desmond was also named a National Historic Person by the Canadian Government in 2018.  
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