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The 

Christmas Eve 
 

 

 5:30 p.m.  A Preschool Christmas “Santa’s Favorite Story” 

A short 30 minutes of story-telling and carols.  Leader: Donna Lelievre 
  
7:00 p.m. Nativity Pageant and Family Service  

A traditional nativity pageant telling the Christmas story accompanied by Christmas 
Carols and featuring the New Church Choir.  

  
9:00 p.m. Traditional Family Service & Communion 

A traditional service of seasonal scripture readings and Carols, with Communion.  
  
11:00 p.m. Christmas Communion  

A reflective late-evening service of Carols and Communion, as we welcome the Christ 
child 

Advent 
Sunday December 1st: Advent I: Hope  “Ordering Up a Hope Sandwich” 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Communion—White Gift Sunday 
 

Sunday December 8th: Advent II: Peace “Imagine! Peace!”  
10:00 a.m. Worship   
Evening Service  - The Winter Rose— A Christmas Cantata 
7:00 p.m. Join the choir for this special evening of music 
 

Sunday December 15th: Advent III: Joy “What Are We Waiting For?” 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Monday December 16th: Afternoon of Christmas Music  

1:00 p.m.  An afternoon of musical performances, sing along carols and fun 
 
Friday December 20th: Pizza and Carols      

5:30 p.m. see details in the newsletter 
 

Sunday December 22nd: Advent IV: Love “Anybody Listening?” 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Newsletter 



Ministry Musing 
 

The Season of Advent is upon us.  The nights are growing darker, the days are growing 
colder, yet our hearts are filled with a sense of heightened anticipation, expectation, and waiting.  
We get busy with planning, shopping, baking, parties and visiting.  Yet, in the midst of our chaos, 
God calls to us to prepare for the coming of the Christ child, being born anew into our world and into 
our individual hearts.  Advent reflects our present reality at New Church in many ways.  As a 
community of believers, there is a nervous expectation, wondering what God might be birthing within 
us.  Like all people, we have that human temptation to want to rush ahead, to forget about the 
preparation, to just move on to the main event.  But birthing new life takes time, for humans it’s 40 
weeks.  Ah – now there’s a number we’ve seen a few times before – 40 days it rained and poured 
before Noah saw dry land, 40 years Moses and the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, 40 days 
Jesus was tempted and tested in the wilderness.  In each story of “40” an old way of being was 
being left behind, something new was being formed in the lives of the faithful.  New life takes time, 
even for God. 

 
During this time of preparation, we need to take time to reflect on the hope, peace, joy and 

love, offered to us through the grace of God.   We are constantly reminded that God reverses 
expectations and flips the world order on its head.  God is holy mystery, reminding us that when God 
is most involved we should expect the un-expected.  The people of Israel yearned for a Messiah, a 
king, a mighty Saviour who would come to the rescue the faithful in a world of political and economic 
domination.  The first desire was for a strong warrior who could take on the corrupt powers and 
principalities of the world with superior brutality and force.   But with true wonder and wisdom, our 
Creator sent, not a mighty warrior, but a vulnerable, fragile baby.  God sent someone (not from 
wealthy monarchy) but from lowly peasant stock - to carry, not a message of conquering might, but 
one of enduring peace and love. 

 
Christmas for me is always a time of wondrous grace.  God created us to be in relationship 

with God and each other, and we wandered.  God gave the people the law, and they turned away.  
God sent prophets to call the people back into relationship.  With all those attempts, God didn’t give 
up.  Instead God knew us well enough to know that we needed to meet a person who so fully 
embodied God that we couldn’t ignore him.  God sent us someone we could use all our senses to 
connect with, to see, hear, touch - someone who carried the mystery, awe and wonder of God, yet 
could still capture our human hearts.  Jesus embodied God's heart and God's message of love, and 
then started embracing the world with it.   To know that God would go to such lengths, that God 
would persist time and time again, leaves me feeling profoundly loved, and grateful. 

 
As Jesus’ followers, may we remember who God calls us to be in this Advent season.  As we 

move through the coming weeks of hope, peace, joy and love, may we prepare our hearts for the 
new life I believe God intends to birth within us through the blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 May God's Blessings be with all of you and your families 
throughout Advent, Christmas and into the New Year! 
 

Christmas Blessings to you and yours! 
Rev. Helen 



Message from the Board 

 
2019 has been a transformational year for New Church, with the coming together 
of St. Stephen, Tansley and Nelson United Churches.  Our journey of rebirth has 
already yielded renewed energy and focus in serving our communities of faith in 
North Burlington.  Everyone in our congregation has contributed in their own 
unique way to the beginning of this incredible journey, and we thank you for your 
continued faith and support as we discern together our future mission through 2020 
and beyond.  Throughout this newsletter the various groups at New Church have 
highlighted their plans to celebrate this blessed time of year, and we encourage 
you to follow and participate as you are able via our weekly announcements and 
updates to our website.  We wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and 
happy and healthy New Year.   
 
Heather McGavin & Dale Martin 
Co-Chairs 
New Church Board 



Nativity scenes from all over the world  
Many handed down over generations   

Over 150 scenes will be on display 
 
 

 
Tea and treats will 

be served 
 

Open to all ages   
Door prizes will be offered  

No admission charge   
 

Nativity Tea and Expo  

Saturday November 30  

12:00 – 3:00 pm.   



Advent Focus and Prayer 
 

Advent is the Latin word for 'Coming' describing the four weeks leading up to      
Christmas.  A time Christians use to prepare their hearts for the celebration of the 
coming of Jesus into the world.  Traditionally, each of the four weeks focuses on a  
different aspect of our preparation.  A prayer for contemplation for each week has 
been included for your use.   May this Advent be full of rich blessings! 

1st Sunday  -  Hope  

We recall the prophets, particularly Isaiah, who raised               
expectations when he foretold the coming of Messiah. 

Prayer: We enter, O God, into this season of preparation and    
anticipation, longing to skip ahead and celebrate the coming of 
your light into our darkness—but you would have us first slow 

down, breathe deeply, and prepare ourselves to receive your gift. We know that your 
Holy Spirit comes in powerful and unexpected ways and so we pray we might         
recognize you moving in and through the season. In Christ’s name and in Christ’s 
way, we pray in hope...  (a moment of contemplation) 

2nd Sunday – Peace 

We reflect on message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Toward all.” 

 Prayer:  We live in a world where peace seems like a distant 
dream, O God. And so we pray—not just for the absence of       
violence and conflict, but for the deep peace of knowing and         

trusting your will and your way. As the darkness and coldness of December set in, we 
trust that the light and the warmth of your Holy Spirit will enfold us and remind us of 
the shalom that is to come and the shalom that is already within us... (a moment of 
contemplation) 
 

3rd Sunday - Joy  

We remember the joy the world experienced at the coming birth 
of Jesus, turning from repentance to celebration. 

Prayer: God of light and love, this morning we rejoice and        
celebrate in your reign and seek to participate in it through our 
acts of faithful living. We celebrate justice and righteousness, 

and with joy we accept your Christmas presence as we strive to give you our        
presence. In the name of Jesus our Christ we pray that you might bless us with an 
audacious, daring, and joyful faith, just like his... (a moment of contemplation) 



4th Sunday - Love 

Our attention turning to Mary and Joseph’s journey to        
Bethlehem and the manger. 

 Prayer:  Our waiting has brought us to Christmas week, O 
God of light and love, and our hearts are brimming with         
anticipation. In a few short days we’ll celebrate once again the 

coming of the Light of the World. Open our hearts and minds to hear this old story 
in new ways and fill us with the kind of faith that Mary had as she made her Advent 
journey. In Christ’s name, and in Christ’s Way, we pray... (a moment of               
contemplation) 

 

Christmas Eve  

Prayer: Holy One, born anew each Christmas Eve, be 
born anew in us this night. This is the sacred moment we 
have waited for. These are the open hearts we have   
prepared. Come, Holy Child, and transform our living. 
Come, Holy Light, and kindle our spirits. Come, Holy 
Love, and fill us. This is what we have been waiting for. 
Come... (a moment of contemplation) 

 

 

Prayers from: Larry Doyle, Bob Root, and Darrow Woods,  

Contemplative Liturgy Group, Eastern Ontario.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winter Rose 

Sunday December 8th @ 7:00 pm 

From the earliest Christian time, the rose has been a symbol  
of  divine love.  It echoes through our sanctuaries in  

the melodies and texts of many beloved carols, it brings to life 
the beautiful visions of biblical prophets and  

the hope of early Christian pilgrims.   
 

Today, the rose remains a vital expression of love and  
peace both inside the Church and the outside world.   
This cantata was written in the spirit that the rose’s  

delicate beauty is usually reserved for the  
most meaningful expressions of the heart. 

 
May your spirit be lifted by the beauty of  

God’s greatest gift. 
 

A free will donation box will be available,  
all proceeds will go to the choir’s ministry. 

 



‘TIS THE SEASON! 
Okay so it is a few weeks 

away… 
 
 

 

VISTA  GIFT  CARDS??    WHAT ARE THEY? 
 

VISTA gift cards are a great way to support the church financially  
and it won’t cost you anything.                          

  How can this be true? 
Do you need groceries, gas for your car, drug store  

and household items?                                                            
Do you go out to restaurants, bring in food or go to a movie?                                                                     

Starting to sound familiar? 
 

Here’s an example: to purchase a $50 Esso gas card,   
on Sunday morning bring a cheque for $50 (or cash) to church,  

fill out the order form, in a week or 2 you get a $50 Esso Gift Card.   
Easy right?   

The church will receive a rebate directly from VISTA  
(the company who runs this program).  

 The church benefits, you benefit and it costs you nothing extra.    
                                                                         

LET’S NOT FORGET CHRISTMAS IS COMING !!!!!! 
 

The cut off date for personal or Elf Network orders 
is December 1st 

This will guarantee that the cards will be available  
before Christmas 

 
Only a few weeks to go until Christmas is here.  Do you have  
someone on your list who is hard to buy for?  What about a teacher, a 
coach, your hairdresser etc?      
                                                         
VISTA is the answer to your problem, with so many stores and  
services offered, there is something for everyone.  Why not save 
yourself some time at the mall and help the church at the same time. 
 
Just see a Vista representative (Marsha or Marilyn) at the back of 
the church and get your shopping started early.  

https://tansleychurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Gift-Card-Order-Form.pdf 

 

https://tansleychurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Gift-Card-Order-Form.pdf


Special Christmas Musical Afternoon 
Monday December 16th 1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here’s your chance to get in the spirit of Christmas! 

 
 

Come out and sing some Christmas Carols!  Enjoy  
performances by some of the church’s musical talent. 

 
Invite your friends and neighbours to come along! 

 
Festive refreshments provided 

 
In lieu of an admission fee, we would appreciate  

donations towards The Elf Network and other   
Outreach programs. 

 
For more information, please contact  

the church office at 905 335 0090 



Women’s Christmas Potluck Supper 

2111 Walkers Line 
Wednesday December 18 @ 6:00 pm 
 

 

 

This is an invitation to all the women of New Church (and their friends)… to attend a  

Women’s Christmas Potluck supper.  

 

New this year…an after-dinner Christmas communion worship service, followed by a 

social fund-raising secret auction.  

        Read on! … 
 

We will start with punch at 6:00 … followed by our pot-luck dinner. 

 

 What to bring?   4 things:  
 

  1.SOMETHING TO EAT (**no nuts or shell-fish please**) for you and a few other      

people.       

  2. A toiletry item – to be donated to Halton Women’s Place.  

  3. YOUR OWN PLATES & CUTLERY. (This is a nod to clean-up crew who don’t want 

to be running the dishwasher and missing out). 

  4.  A Fun-Auction item valued ~ $10.00.  

*NOTE: GENTLY RECYCLED ITEMS ARE FINE! 

• napkins and table decor,  

           • cheap good paperback books  

           • cookie or food selections that are identified as such … 

           • Avoidance of scented selections would be gratefully  

appreciated  

 

Should you wish to participate, bring along your wrapped / bagged 

item which will be auctioned off to the highest bidder, still wrapped. 

 

Please RSVP to: 

Donna Lelievre leapin.lievre@gmail.com 

Church office : 905-335-0090 or  office@tansleychurch.com   

mailto:leapin.lievre@gmail.com
mailto:office@tansleychurch.com


The Christmas tradition continues … 
 

+  

PIZZA and CAROLS 
Friday December 20th 

5:30—7:30 pm 
 

What a fun way to celebrate and connect with your church friends 
this Christmas season.    
 
We’ll have pizza and drinks, Christmas crafts for the kids and of 
course music and carol singing.  And while it’s great fun for  
families, this is an evening for EVERYONE to enjoy.  BUT you 
need to buy tickets in advance so we know how much pizza to  
order.  Children need to be accompanied by a parent/adult.  
 
Tickets will be for sale soon, so watch for more info. 



The Elf Network    

 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, we can all 
help to make the season a bit merrier for many 
children in our community and take some stress 
off the shoulders of their parents. The Elf 
Network is comprised of many programs to 

support families in our community at Christmas.  We are truly blessed to 
be able to help others at this time. 
 
Community Families (food hamper & gifts) 
 
We have chosen 18 families in our local community who could use some 
extra help this Christmas season.  We will be providing them with a 
Christmas hamper full of food, as well as, gift cards and gifts as 
appropriate.  Gift cards can be purchased at the VISTA table.  Gift in kind 
charitable receipts will be provided.  The gifts/cards will be distributed 
on Thursday Dec 12th and the food hampers on Monday Dec 23rd .  
 

White Gift Service:   
 

At the back of the sanctuary, you will find 
ornaments with gender and age of children in 
families that are being supported by The Elf 
Network.   
  
Please choose an ornament, buy a gift for that 
child and bring it on December 1st.  Remember 
to attach the ornament to the gift. 

 
 



 
Mission Fish 
Funds donated to the Mission Jar from  
September to December will be directed to 
purchasing items for one of the The Elf  
Network programs. 
 

 
 
 
Food For Life Families 
 
Families who regularly come to us for food 
on Friday mornings with the Food for Life 
program will receive their turkey, as well as 
an opportunity to choose a gift(s) for their 
child(ren) on the morning of December 20th.  

 
 
 
Dinner Night Out 
 

The annual North BurLINKton Dinner 
Night Out Christmas dinner is being 
held on Wednesday, December 11th at 
6:00 pm at Glad Tidings Church on 
Guelph Line.  Volunteers needed! 
 
 



Knitting 
 
Calling all knitters & crocheters!   A number of 
programs in The Elf Network could use some knit 
or crocheted items, perhaps a scarf, hat, mittens 
or even an afghan.  If you would like to  
contribute, please bring them in by December 9th 
and place them on the Outreach Christmas tree.  
These will be used for the Single Moms’ children’s 
shopping experience or the Food for Life families. 
 
 

Annual Turkey Drive for Food for Life 
 
Help a family in need this holiday season by giving your time at Food for 
Life's Annual Turkey Drive:  
  

Saturday December 7th and Sunday December 8th  
from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm   

one of four Fortino’s locations in Burlington  
 

They are seeking  volunteers to encourage shoppers to donate a turkey 
to Food for Life and help a hungry family this holiday season. Last year 
2000 turkeys were donated.   
  
Some of these turkeys will be given to our local        
community families that we help at Christmas. 
   
Please contact Marsha Ahrens if you would like to help. 



Looking for a way to blow off those winter blues? 
Come out to our programs for adults over 50. 

 

Mondays 

Tai Chi                                                                
5:00 pm at the back of the sanctuary 

Do you already know Tai Chi but looking for a group to practice with?  We have a 
place.  Come out and join Sharyn Georgas and her friends .   Please note this is not 
for beginners.  Contact Sharyn for more information at sgeorgas@bell.net 

Mondays and Wednesdays 
 

Balance, Stretch and Strengthen Program  
In the loft at 1:00—2:15 pm    

   
Research has shown that physical activities reduce the 
risk of developing heart disease, diabetes, and  colon 
cancer.  It reduces high blood pressure, relieves           
depression and anxiety, and helps control our 

weight.  Those who exercise regularly maintain strength, balance, are more supple 
and are able to move without falling.  

Join this group which will focus on becoming fit with a focus on stretching and         
flexibility, strength training, and balance. Exercises can be done sitting or standing.  

Cost $80 for the 10 weeks or $10 per session.  Space is limited so please register in 
advance to guarantee a spot. yogawithsusanne@cogeco.ca   

Classes start up again January 7th.             

Thursdays 

  

Line Dance with Bev   
 In the loft 1:00—2:00 pm 

 
 
Come out and get your groove on!  This is a great way to work out when the weather 
is cold outside.  Drop-ins are welcome.  Cost $6.00 per session. 
 
Until December 12th and starts again January 9th. 
 

mailto:sgeorgase@bell.net
mailto:yogawithsusanne@cogeco.ca


The staff wish you a blessed Christmas and  

holiday season!   

Thanks to you all for your best wishes. 

 

 We are very Blessed! 

Rev. Helen Prior, Michael Mulrooney  

and Rhonda Robertson 

     

Please note: 
 

The church office will be closed 
from December 21st 

until January 5th, 2020.  


